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Annoranus. B xoHre 20 Beka u B Havase 21 Beka AQraHucTaH cTaj OJHON U3 CaMbIX HeCTAaOWIBHBIX CTpaH BocToka.
3a OTHOCHTENBHO KOPOTKHH IPOMEXKYTOK BPEMEHH 3/I€Ch MPOM30MIEN P TOCYJapCTBEHHBIX MEPEBOPOTOB, KOTOPHIE
MPOSBIJIACH B STHOMOJUTHYCCKUX IPOTHUBOPEUMSIX, TPAKTAHCKONM BOMHE M KPYIMHOMACIITAOHBIX HHOCTPAHHBIX
WHTEpBEHIMAX. Ha MpOTSHDKEHWH CBOET0 HMCTOPUYECKOTO PA3BUTHS TEOMOJMTHYSCKOE W PETHOHATBHOE 3HAYEHHUE
AdranncTana pocjio B reOMETPUIECKON POTPECCHH; T€OCTPATErHUSCKH HHTEPEC PETHOHAIBHBIX U MHPOBBIX JEPKaB
K MOCcJeJHEeMY ObUI B MEPBYIO OYepeb CBS3aH C MIOOATBHON KOHKYPEHIMEH 32 KOHTPOJb, CYBEPEHHUTET, BIHUSHUE U
3aIUTY.

Ienbro cTaThy ABJSIETCS COMOCTABICHUEM UCTOPHYCSCKUX U MOJMTHYSCKUX AUCITUILINH ONPEACTUTh POiib A(raHucTana
B TEONOJUTHYECKHUX Mporeccax. JJis MOCTHXKEHHUSI 9TOM eI Mbl MOCTaBUJIM 3a/ady MOJYEPKHYTh W OIMPENEIUTh
TEOMOJIUTHICCKOS M PErHOHalIbHOE 3HaueHHe AQraHucTaHa B pa3HbIe UCTOPUYECCKHE W TOJUTUYECCKHAE IEPUOJIBI,
BEISIBUTH M COIIOCTABUTH BIIMSIHUEC BHYTPCHHUX M BHEIIHUX (DAKTOPOB HA MPOIECCHI, IPOUCXOASIINE B A(raHuCTaHEe U
BOKPYT HEro, U3y4aTh 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH PEaTH3allii METOIOB a(hraHCKOM MOJUTHKH CBEPXICPIKAB.

KiaroueBbie ciioBa: A¢raHucTaH, cOBeTCKO-adraHCKas BoWHa, LleHTpampHas Asms, «Cepane A3um», TEOMOIUTHKA,
CTpATeTUYECKUH KOPUAOpP, 30HA OE30MacHOCTH, STHOMOJIUTHYCCKHHA KOH(IUKT, HAYIHO-TEXHHUYECKask dII0Xa,
reoCTPaTern4ecKuil MpoeKT.
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The 20" century has been given contradictory
names by the representatives of different disciplines
- "atomic age", scientific and technical age, then -
the period of information revolution. In addition to
that, the above-mentioned period was a period of
universal, political-social conditions, world wars,

social revolutions, collapse of empires and
scientific-technical progress.
In this context, Afghanistan and the

phenomenon of the Soviet-Afghan war becomes the
subject of investigation.

At the end of the 20th century and at the
beginning of the 21st century, Afghanistan became
one of the most unstable countries in the East. In a
relatively short period of time, a number of coups
d'etat took places here, which were manifested in
ethno-political contradictions, civil war, and large-
scale foreign interventions.

Afghanistan is a landlocked country between
South Asia and Central Asia [1, p. 3]. Afghanistan
borders Pakistan to the south-east, Iran to the west,
Turkmenistan-Tajikistan to the north, and China to
the northeast. The area is about 652 thousand square
kilometers, most of which is the Hindu Kush
mountain range [2, p. 117].

According to geopolitical theorists,
Afghanistan is located in a region of the world
called Rimland, the strategic importance of which
has been under scrutiny since the end of the 19th
century. According to the American political
scientist N. Spykman, "Rimland is the key to world
domination, so whoever controls it, controls the
whole of Eurasia and whoever controls Eurasia,
controls the destiny of the whole world" |3, p. 6].
And according to modern political science circles,
"control over Afghanistan is  automatically
comparable to control over South Asia" [4, p. 15].
The most pronounced, geopolitically unstable zone
of conflicts in the above-mentioned region is
especially connected with Afghanistan. The growing
presence of regional and world powers in the region,
the conflict of their interests turned Afghanistan into
a center of geopolitical confrontation.

The aspirations of the leading powers were to
transform the structures of the state-political
systems of Afghanistan in the first place, and finally
to establish control over the internal resources,
communications and basic infrastructure of the
Afghan state [17].

Afghanistan's geopolitical position plays an
extremely important role in both the country's
domestic and foreign policy. Over time, with
Afghanistan's extremely favorable geostrategic
position, the influential neighboring countries have
tended to expand their sphere of influence in the
Central Asian region and particularly in
Afghanistan. Researchers - historians, geographers,
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representatives of other disciplines - have given this
country various names: "Gates of India", "Eastern
Gate of the Islamic World", "Crossroads of
Civilizations", "Crossroads of Conquerors",
"Strategic Corridor", "Heart of Asia", etc. [5; 6, p.
381].

Throughout its  historical development,
Afghanistan's geopolitical and regional significance
has grown exponentially; the strategic interest of the
regional and world powers in the latter has been
primarily linked to global competition for control,
domination, influence, and advocacy. The result of
this kind of competition were the crises, armed
conflicts, local wars, weakening of the state,
periodic coups, uprisings, unprecedented growth of
religious intolerance, revolutions and civil strife in
the internal political life of Afghanistan. It can also
be emphasized that the above-mentioned political
processes, the similar development of events in the
country, in fact, mainly proceeded in accordance
with the scenarios of geopolitical players.
Eventually, these processes led to political and
social instability in Afghanistan.

It should be noted that the Central Asian region
is considered one of the key hubs for increasing
tension in the system of geopolitical processes in the
modern world. From a geographical, historical,
political and religious point of view, Afghanistan is
a corridor connecting the region, as a result of which
the interest and competition of the world's leading
powers towards the latter has increased [7, pp. 162-
192]. The world system of international relations
has undergone new transformations, as a result of
the aggravation of the geopolitical struggle, new
models of expression have appeared. In the second
half of the 20th century, global changes took place -
manifestations of systemic development, which
significantly affected the complete transformation of
geopolitical and geoeconomic ties in the region.

The significance of this region, in addition to
natural resources (hydrocarbon resources), is
determined by its  geographical location.
Afghanistan's position is unique in this respect: at
the crossroads of Asia-Europe, East-West, North-
South, intercontinental, international transport
routes, at the crossroads of three dominant world
religions: Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. The
famous Eastern poet Muhammad Igbal considered
Afghanistan the "heart of Asia", and in the early
20th century, Indian viceroy Lord Curzon described
Afghanistan's position as Asia's "captain's bridge"
[8, pp. 17-18].

It must be borne in mind that the change of the
world order takes place through the complex,
divergent processes of the formation of new systems
of international relations. At the same time, the
geopolitical interests of the superpowers and



regional powers clash over the formation of
different systems, as a result of which an ambiguous
situation of uncertainty, contradictory solutions and
approaches is created in the given region over
internal political and foreign policy crises. A typical
example of such a situation is the crisis around
Afghanistan, where the severity of ethno-political
and interstate conflicts has not yet tended to subside.

The new alignment of geopolitical forces in the
Central Asian region may have a negative impact on
the military-political situation in Afghanistan, as it
remains in the traditional area of interest not only of
Great Britain but also of other world powers [9, pp.
653-658; 10, p. 22; 11, pp. 83, 86]. Britain, the most
powerful superpower of the early 19™ century, has
repeatedly worked out plans for the conquest of
Afghanistan, including the removal of unwanted
rulers (even to the point of physical destruction) and
it is obvious that the latter was a strategic task to
bring to power more manageable regimes in
Afghanistan, which are ready to give up full control
of the country [12, pp. 701-725]. In this context,
Great Britain planned to create a security (buffer)
zone, which would protect its rights against India
from possible Russian threat [13, p. 36]". At the
same time, the British side planned to create a
platform for intervention in the Central Asian
region, aimed at preventing the advance of the
Russian Empire in the region and consolidating its
political presence.

It is logical that the Russian Empire, then the
USSR, defending and expanding their geopolitical
interests and influence, were not free from
interfering in the internal affairs of Afghanistan.
Until 1947 (India's independence from Great
Britain) Afghanistan maintained its status as a
"security  zone".  Nevertheless,  Afghanistan
continued to serve as a "safe haven" for the USSR,
protecting Soviet Central Asia from outside
influence [14, p. 5]. In the 20th century, the British
ceded the lead in regional processes to the United
States, which sought to gain control and expand its
influence in the region of Central Eurasia, a vital
area of the USSR and Russia.

In modern Afghanistan, the interests of not
only two superpowers collide, but also the coalition
interests of a number of other powers, especially
Iran, Pakistan, various Islamic forces and
organizations, China, India, Turkey, and to some
extent the post-Soviet republics of Central Asia.
One of the main geopolitical tasks of these countries
is the definition and implementation of control
mechanisms over the region [15, p. 276].

! 1850s The Prime Minister of Great Britain Palmerston (1855-
1858) believed that "Afghanistan should be either ours or
Russian."
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The geopolitical significance of Afghanistan is
conditioned by the following factors:

1. The country is rich in vital natural resources.

2. It is located at the crossroads of the Central
Eurasian region and plays an important role in the
New Silk Road project, which aims to create a
common market and transport corridor in the region.

Based on the above, it can be noted that
Afghanistan will soon remain a zone of vital
interests of regional and world powers. Historically,
the leading powers in the area have not been able to
establish common mechanisms, to establish a
balance of interests, in terms of which the idea of
researcher A. Borokhova is understandable that
"History is like a play, where the costumes, the
decorations and the characters are updated, and the
content remains the same" [16, p. 56].

The military conflicts and wars in the history of
Afghanistan have a continuous sequence; it should
be noted that as a result of foreign interventions and
the civil wars, the Afghan people suffered
enormous, irreparable damage. The most negative
consequence was the mass migration of the
population, as a result of which more than a third of
the population left the homeland. Afghanistan
became the epicenter of a violent, bloody armed
conflict that endangered not only the security of the
country but also the security of the region, indirectly
affecting the setting of global security agenda
priorities.

At different historical periods, Afghanistan has
gone through a period of long-term crises. These
crises were characterized by sharp divisions, the
dichotomy of the society, the use of different social
groups to establish and strengthen political
hegemony, the expression of the group interests of
the ruling elite, which were conditioned by
Afghanistan's supra-strategic position of influence
on regional processes. It should be noted that
national, ethnic-religious elements were involved in
the systemic crisis processes, as a result of which
Afghanistan became a source of dangers, challenges
and threats to the region and the world community.
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