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Հայաստանի և Ղազախստանի միջև առևտրատնտեսական հարաբերությունների 
զարգացման դինամիկան արդի փուլում 

Հովհաննիսյան Ա.Յ. 
Հայ-Ռուսական Համալսարան (Հայաստան, Երևան) 

andranik.hovhannis@gmail.com 
 

Ամփոփում: վերջին տարիներին Հայաստանի և Ղազախստանի միջև առևտրատնտեսական հարաբերութ-

յունների զարգացման հարցը արդիական է դարձել երկու երկրների համար: Երկու պետությունների միջև 

առևտրատնտեսական համագործակցության խթանման նպատակով Հայաստանի և Ղազախստանի 

կառավարությունները առևտրի և ֆինանսական ոլորտներում մի շարք միջոցներ են ձեռնարկել։ Այս 

հոդվածում հեղինակը վերլուծում է 1990-ականների սկզբից մինչև 2018թ. երկկողմ հարաբերությունների 

զարգացման դինամիկան, մատնանշում է հարաբերությունների զարգացմանը խոչընդոտող հիմնական 

բացասական գործոնները: Բացի այդ, հեղինակն ուսումնասիրում է առաջնային ոլորտները, որոնց 

խթանումը կարող է զգալի ազդեցություն ունենալ հայ-ղազախական առևտրատնտեսական հարաբերութ-

յունների զարգացման գործում: 

Վճռորոշ բառեր՝ առևտրատնտեսական հարաբերություններ, Հայաստան, Ղազախստան, համագործակ-

ցություն, Եվրասիական տնտեսական միություն (ԵԱՏՄ) 
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Резюме: в последние годы развитие торгово-экономических отношений Армении и Казахстана стало 
актуальным вопросом для обеих стран. С целью продвижения торгово-экономического сотрудничества между 
двумя государствами, правительства Армении и Казахстана приняли ряд мероприятий в торговой и финансовой 
сферах. В настоящей статье автор анализирует динамику развития двусторонних отношений с начала 1990-х гг. 
до 2018 года, приводит основные негативные факторы, тормозящие развитие отношений. Помимо этого, автор 
исследует наиболее приоритетные направления, продвижение в которых сможет дать значительный толчок 
развитию армяно-казахстанских торгово-экономических отношений. 
Ключевые слова: торгово-экономические отношения, Армения, Казахстан, сотрудничество, Евразийский 
экономический союз 
 

The foundations of economic cooperation 
between the Republic of Armenia and the Republic 
of Qazaqstan were laid in January 1993, when the 
“Agreement on bilateral trade and economic 
cooperation” was signed in Almaty [6]. In 1993-
1995, four agreements were signed between the two 
republics on the basis of trade and economic 
cooperation, which formed a specific legal 
framework for further development of bilateral 
relations. 

In 1995, the volume of Armenian-Qazaqstani 
trade amounted about $3 million. The main share of 
Armenian exports accounted for machinery and 
equipment, electric motors and generators, 
pharmaceutical and textile products. Qazaqstan 
mainly exported rolling products, conveyor belts 
made of volcanic rubber, agricultural products and 
non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages. In the same 
year, the Republic of Qazaqstan and the CIS 
countries signed an agreement “On the principles of 
trade and economic cooperation” [2, С.72]. In 1996, 
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However, as stated earlier, Russian exporters 
have price advantages in the supply of grain and fuel 
products to Armenia. Moreover, Qazaqstani 
exporters have to overcome the territory of Russia, 
which is extremely inefficient for the Armenian 
side, because it buys the same goods from the 
Russian Federation. For this reason, Qazaqstan's 
exports to Armenia in 2018 are represented only by 
rolled (flat) iron, iron bars, plastics and a small 
amount of agricultural products. (see Chart 3). The 
main part of the Armenian export to Qazaqstan is 
consistently the supply of alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages, jewelry and tobacco products, 
medications and a small quantity of building 
materials (see Chart 4).  

In May 2015, the first Armenian-Qazaqstani 
business forum was held in Yerevan, which was 
organized by the Chamber of Commerce of Armenia 
and the National Agency for Export and Investment 
of the Ministry of Investment and Development of 
the Republic of Qazaqstan. Armenian and 
Qazaqstani businessmen, who managed to get 
enough information about the investment climate of 
the two countries and opportunities for cooperation, 
initiated a dialogue in B2B format (“business to 
business”).  

 
Chart 3. The structure of Qazaqstani exports to 

Armenia in 20183 

 
Qazaqstan sees opportunities for cooperation in 

almost all areas and is ready to offer the Armenian 
consumer a wide range of both services and goods - 
in engineering industry, food industry, and in 
chemical products. Armenian manufacturers are also 
open to implementation of joint projects. Currently, 
the activity of enterprises with Qazaqstani capital is 
very low in Armenia, with the exception of the 
activity of PLL SCAT Air Company, which, by the 
way, since January 2019 has temporarily suspended 
direct Nur-Sultan-Yerevan-Nur-Sultan flights. The 
situation is different with the Armenian capital in 
the market of Qazaqstan. Over the past three years 
in Qazaqstan, the number of small and medium-
sized enterprises formed by citizens of Armenia has 
                                                 
3 Statistics Committee of Qazaqstan, http://stat.gov.kz/faces/, 
01.03.2019 

more than doubled (to 145). Deputy Chairman of the 
National Agency for Export and Investment of 
Qaznex Invest, M. Mikenov, in one of his interviews 
said: “The trade turnover between Qazaqstan and 
Armenia leaves much to be desired and doesn’t meet 
the parties' requirements, as there is a more serious 
potential. Nur-Sultan and Yerevan are ready for 
closer cooperation in various fields” [8]. He points 
that we need to work on the development of 
cooperation between the two republics, especially 
considering the EAEU, which provides great 
opportunities for cooperation within the common 
customs area with a large market, the possibility of 
free movement of goods, human resources and 
capital.      

At the moment, we have to admit the fact that 
even remittances sent by Armenian citizens engaged 
in labor activities in Qazaqstan are three times 
higher than the volume of trade between the two 
republics, reaching almost $19 million by the end of 
2017 [4]. By the way, Qazaqstan is among the top 
three countries that are the leading sources of cash 
transfers for Armenia.  

 
Chart 4. Structure of Armenian exports to 

Qazaqstan in 20184 

 
 

Citizens of this country in Qazaqstan are 
represented, as a rule, in the field of construction, 
services and trade. It should also be stated that most 
of the individual enterprises of the citizens of 
Armenia in Qazaqstan have been launched with the 
active support and assistance of the Armenian 
Diaspora of Qazaqstan. Among large companies, the 
dealer network is represented, for example, by the 
Ararat brandy factory of Armenia. A certain interest 
in Qazaqstan is also shown by jewelry companies 
from Armenia. The above data on remittance 
indicate that citizens of Armenia and Qazaqstan are 
already using privileges from the EAEU, related to 
the general labor market and the free movement of 
citizens within a single economic space, but such a 
low turnover between the two republics, which are 

                                                 
4 Statistical Committee of Armenia, 
http://www.armstat.am/file/article/sv_01_112.pdf,  
01.03.2019 

51%

15%

7%

9%

18%
Rolled (flat) iron

Iron bars

Plastics and plastic products 

Agricultural and food products

Other

48%

23%

8%
4%

17% Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages

Jewelry

Construction Materials

Medicines

Other



 

part of th
generates so

We beli
growth of tr
two republ
routes betw

Current
Armenia m
the Upper 
which is al
route "Akt
Map 2). M
account the
territory of 
aren’t EAEU
auto-ferry 
(Western Q
Enzeli on O
the road rou
for travel 
Qazaqstan 
transport lo
and excess
make it dif
this route. 
through Ge
closure of 
Abkhazia, a
Russian re
establishing
Pass. Trans
mentioned 
costs for b
significantly
export ope
С.34].  

 

Map 1. 

 

he same ec
ome concern

Transp
ieve that the 
rade and eco
lics remains

ween Yerevan
tly, goods 

mainly throug
Lars checkp
most 500 km
au-Turkmen
Moreover, i
e fact that g
two states (

U members. 
service on 

Qazaqstan) to
October 200
ute to Armen
of heavy t
to Armeni

ogistics of th
sive loading
fficult to imp

Other tran
orgian territo

the railwa
and the exist
elations do 
g freight traf
sportation o
existing rou

both Qazaqs
y reducing 
rations betw

"Aktau-Astra
transpor

conomic int
n.  

 
port logistics

main obstac
onomic relati
s lack of o
n and Nur-Su
from Qaza

gh the loade
point, Russi
m (4 hours) 

nbashi-Tehran
it’s necessar
goods will p
(Turkmenista
After the op
feeder shi

o the Iranian
01 (hereinaft
nia), a new o
trucks and 
ia. However
he Syunik reg
g and unloa
plement tran

nsport route
ory don’t fun
ay commun
ting difficult
not allevia

ffic through 
of goods al
utes leads to
stani and A
the profitab

ween the tw

akhan- Uppe
rt connection

tegration sp

s 
cle preventing
ions between

optimal trans
ultan.  
aqstan arrive
ed route thro
ia (see Map
shorter than

n-Yerevan" 
ry to take 
pass through
an and Iran)
pening of a d
ips from A
n port of Ben
er referred t
opportunity a
containers 
r, the com
gion of Arm
ading operat
nsportation a
s, for exam
nction due to
nication thro
ties in Georg

ate problems
the Upper 

long the ab
o high trans

Armenian go
bility of imp
wo countries

er Lars-Yere
n 

29 

pace, 

g the 
n the 
sport 

e in 
ough 
p 1), 
n the 

(see 
into 

h the 
 that 

direct 
Aktau 
nder-
to as 
arose 
from 

mplex 
menia 
tions 

along 
mple, 
o the 
ough 
gian-
s of 
Lars 

bove-
sport 
oods, 
port-
s [1, 

evan" 

Arm
in th
of t
and
railw
Teh
(Tu

it’ll
all t
pres
sign
One
com
frei
less
volu
the 
rise
soci

gav
and
Und
dev
stat
Qaz
Arm
circ
thei
whi
The
SM
Arm
favo
Qaz
Dia
the 

In our view
menian-Qaza
he long term
he construct

d Iran. In fut
way will con

hran-Gorgan 
urkmenistan) 

This railway
l connect Yer
the countries
sence of suc
nificance of 
e Road” proj

mprise 2,800
ght train of 4

s than 3 day
ume of carg
economic i

e rapidly alo
iety. 

Map 2. "Ak

In this way
ve a positive 
d economic ti
doubtedly, t

velopment of
istical data 
zaqstan indi
menian ma
cumstances, m
ir turn, Arm
ich can cons
e Republic o

MEs to be ru
menia, which
orable con
zaqstan, as w
aspora. The a
Armenian m

, the rapid an
aqstani trade 
m perspective

ion of a railw
ture, Armeni
nnect with a

(Iran) - E
- Zhanaozen

y has a strate
revan not on
s of Central 
ch a route w
Armenia for
ect. The tota

0 km. With 
45 km/h, this

ys. Taking in
go transporta
ndicators of

ong with the

ktau-Turkmen
transport co

 
Conclu

y, Armenia’
impetus to t

ies between Y
there is suff
f economic r

on export-i
cates that t
arket, whi
may occupy

menian expor
sistently fill 

of Qazaqstan
un by citize
h is facilita

nditions for
well as econo
accession of A
market for all 

nd stable dev
 and econom
e is possible 
way connect
ian-Iranian b
a longer bran
Etrek-Bereke
n-Aktau (Qaz
egic importa
nly with Tehr
Asia, too. M

will radically
r the Chinese
al length of t

an average
s route will b
nto account 
ation along s
f Armenia w
e level of we

nbashi-Tehra
onnection 

usion 
s entry into

the revitaliza
Yerevan and
ficient poten
relations. An
import of A
there is a n
ich, other 

y Qazaqstani 
rters also ha

the Qazaqs
n is an attrac
ens of the 

ated by the 
r entrepren

omically activ
Armenia to E
member cou

velopment of
mic relations
only in case

ting Armenia
branch of the
nch: "Tabriz-
et-Gyzylgaya
zaqstan)".  

ance, because
ran, but with

Moreover, the
y change the
e “One Belt
the route will
 speed of a

be covered in
the potential

such a route
will begin to
elfare of the

an-Yerevan"

o the EAEU
ation of trade
d Nur-Sultan
ntial for the
nalysis of the
Armenia and
niche in the

favorable
products. In

ave products
stani market
ctive area for
Republic of
presence of

neurship in
ve Armenian
EAEU opens
untries of the

f 
s 
e 
a 
e 
-
a 

e 
h 
e 
e 
, 
l 
a 
n 
l 
, 

o 
e 

" 

U 
e 
. 
e 
e 
d 
e 
e 
n 
, 
. 
r 
f 
f 
n 
n 
s 
e 



Регион и мир, 2019, № 6 

 
30 

Union, including Qazaqstani businessmen, who can 
enjoy the privileges of EAEU, since the presence of 
two states in a single economic union provides an 
exceptional opportunity to develop and deepen trade 
and economic cooperation. 
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