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AHHOTanusi: Byaydn BaKHBIM 3JIEMEHTOM TPAIWIIMK BaHIIHABH3MA, MAJIOMHHYECTBO SBIISICTCS HEOTHEMIIEMOW YacThIO
PEeNUTHO3HOW JKM3HU BAaWIIHABOB W OJHUM W3 BaXHEUIIIMX CErMEHTOB HX PEIMTHO3HOW MPakTHKH. JIs maoxsos,
OOIMIMH WHIYMCTCKUX OpaMUHOB-TIOCIENOBaTeNel KONl /[satima Beoanmsl (Takke M3BECTHOH kak TarrBaBama)
MaxBa4apby, BaKHOCTb NAJIOMHUYECTBA MOJYEPKUBACTCS KAK MHCAHUAMH, TaK U YCTHOW PEIMIHO3HON TpaguLUeH.
Penurno3Hele Mpa3gHUKK NPEANONAraloT pPa3iIM4HbIE BHUIBI IAJOMHHYECTBA, KaXJ0€ M3 KOTOPBIX MMEET CBOU
ocobenHocTH. Tak, HarpuMep, nepes Npa3gHUKoOM [lapesas, céamu (PENTUTHO3HBIE JHIEPBI) MAOX606 MOCEIIAI0T TAKNE
CBATbIE MecTa, Kak JlBapaka, Marxypa-BpunnaBan, Xapunsap, Pumukem, baapunarx, Tupymatu u np. Ilomumo
HCIIOJIHEHHA COOTBCTCTBYIOIUX PUTYAJIOB Kak CHOCO6 TMOJIYUCHUA IOYXOBHBIX 3HaHHI>i, MaJIOMHUKH HCHOJIB3YIOT
BO3MOXHOCTb BCTPETUTHCA C U3BCCTHBIMU AYXOBHBIMU YUUTCISIMU U aCKETaMU. B paMKax IMaJJOMHUYCCTBA Ma()xea-
OpamuHbl 3aBEPIIAIOT PUTYAIBHYIO YacTh B Pa3iIMYHBIX MHIYNCTCKUX Xpamax (xpam [llpu Kpumas! B Y nynu sBisiercst
OJTHMM M3 HauOosee momysipHbIM). Oco0blii (hopMaT MaTOMHUYECTBA, BOSHUKIIMK B PAMKaX PEIUTHO3HOW TpaaULIAN
Ma0x8o8, CTal BaXXHOW YaCThIO BaWITHABM3Ma B IeIOM. B maHHOW paboTe aHAMM3HPYIOTCS HHUIMIA U POJb
MMAJIOMHAYECTBA B TPAAUIIUH MAOXE08, €T0 OCOOSHHOCTH U CIIEII(PHIECKIE YSPTHI B COBPEMEHHBIX COOOIIECTBAX.
KuroueBble ci1oBa: BallllIHABU3M, MaIXBbl, HAJIOMHUYECTBO, Y nynu, Xxpam [Ipu Kpumnsl, mympka.

The role of pilgrimage (Sanskrit: clr¥famam, Dvaita Vedanta school (also known as Tattvavada)
of Madhvacharya [5]. The religious center of

Madhvas is Udupi, where Astha Mathas of Udupi
(eight monastery centers) are located. The religious

tirtha-yatrd) is very significant in all the Hindu
communities, and in the communities of the
Madhvas in particular. The Madhvas, a specific
community of the Hindu brahmins, follow the
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traditions and spiritual practices of the Madhvas
constitute an important part of Vaishnavism in general.

For the Madhvas, pilgrimage is an essential
element of the religious life. Through the whol history
of the community, the Madhva spiritual leaders have
made pilgrimages to various holy centers of India.

The biography of Sri Madhvacharya “Madhva
Vijaya” (“The story of the victory of Madhva”) written
by Sri Narayana Panditacharya, the son of Trivikrama
Panditacharya (a direct disciple of Madhvacharya),
tells about Acharya's pilgrimage to Badrinath [5, p.
612].

The tradition has preserved information about
pilgrimages of some prominent Madhva leaders, such
as Padmanabha Tirtha, Vadiraja Tirtha, Ragavendra
Tirtha, to various shrines and temples of India. The
Tirtha Prabhandha, one of the main Sanskrit works by
the 16th century Dvaita philosopher and saint Sri
Vadiraja Swamy, mentions the Hindu temples and
shirnes visited by Vadiraja Tirtha (c.1480—c.1600), a
Dvaita philosopher, poet, traveller and mystic, during
his grand tour through India [5, p. 430].

Ragavendra Tirtha (c.1595 — 23 July 1671), a
Hindu scholar, theologian and saint, made a pilgrimage
tour to several holy places including Rameshwaram,
Ramnad, Srirangam and Mathura. [5, pp. 483-484].

Padmanabha Tirtha, a 14-century Dvaita
philosopher, scholar and the disciple of Madhvacharya
made  pilgrimages to  Tirupati, Trivandrum,
Manjeshvar, Udupi, Basrur, Bhatkal, Gokarna [5, p.
606].

Nowadays, the tradition of pilgrimage is strictly
ibserved among the swamins' (scmnyasins2 of Ashtha
Mathas), especially during the period of the Paryaya, a
religious ritual which takes place every alternate year,
the worship ceremony being performed in Sri Krishna
Matha of Udupi. Approximately four to five months
before the Paryaya ceremony, the swamin, who is
going to become the next “paryaya swamiji”® makes a
pilgrimage tour to various shrines and holy cities all
over India. This process is called “Paryaya purva
sancharaya” (“the pilgrimage before the Paryaya') [4,
pp- 33-36].

The swami visits the following holy centers:
Dvaraka, Mathura-Vrindavan, Haridvar, Hrshikesh,
Badrinath, Prayagaya, Kashi, Gaya, Puri, Tirupat [3,
pp- 259-260].

The tradition of pilgrimage in the Madhvas
religious life is inherited from the medieval period and

' Swami

a

(Sanskrit ~ TATHY

religious ascetic or holy person (see the relevant article in
[13.1]).

Sannyasi — in Hinduism, a religious ascetic who has
renounced the world by performing his own funeral and
abandoning all claims to social or family standing (see the
relevant article in [13.2].
> Paryaya swamiji is the reliogious leader of the matha
(monastic center), who 1is in charge of worship and
administration of Shri Krishna Matha (Krishna temple) [4, pp.
33-36].

svami, ‘“master”)
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transferred as an essential part of their community and
family life. Having been practiced through centuries,
the Madhva tradition of pilgrimage has been
organically integrated into the general Vaishnava
tradition, mostly because the Madhvas represent one of
the main schools of the Vaishnava branch within the
Hinduism.

The practice of pilgrimage has various important
components for all the devotees of Vaishnavism and
approached as opportunity to obtain good karma
(punya)’, among those components are various
worship rituals (puja), Vedic sacrifice rite (yajna), and
communication with spiritual leaders and temple
servants.

The daily worship ritual or puja is particularly
important for all the Madhvas, especially for the
brahmins. The puja rituals dedicated to Sri Vishnu,
aim at the demonstration the supremacy of Sri Vishnu
and the hierarchical essence of the universe. The
practice of puja is supposed to bring the merits of
karma or punya for performers [7, p. 38].

Pilgrimage, too, is seen as a way of obtaining
good karma and various spiritual benefits, as well as
achieveing the moksha (liberation), the idea of the
latter as the main goal of spiritual life, has been
extensibly discussed in the Madhva’s philosophy (see
in detail 6).

During the pilgrimage, the pandits’ help pilgrims
by performing various rituals, thus giving them an
opportunity to be integrated into the religious
procedures. The role of the pandits,which has been
considered as crucial since the Vedic times, is now
particularly emphasized in the religious community of
the Madhvas of Udupi. Apart from performing
relevant rituals, the pandits of the Madhva community
are in constant contact with their followers and
disciples and guide them giving special religious
assignments.

Pilgrimage to holy rivers is another important
elements marking the devotees of all the Vaishnava
schools and traditions. Expressing their devotion to
Vishnu, the Madhva pilgrims go to the rivers of
Narmada, Yamuna, Ganges, Krishna, Kaveri [3, p.
260].

The city of Udupi, Karnataka, the home to the
main Madhva community, is naturally considered the
principal center of pilgrimage for all the Madhvas as
well as other Vaishnavas living all over India. The
three famous temples of Udupi Sri Krishna (see pic. 1),
Sri  Chandramouleshwara (see pic. 2) and Sri
Ananteshwara and eight monastic centers next to them
(Astha Mathas of Udupi) are considered the main
goals of the pilgrimage to the city.

* Karma (lit. “action, work, deed”) — in Hinduism, the sum of a
person's actions in this and previous states of existence, viewed
as deciding their fate in future existences. Punya (lit. ‘that
which purifies’) refers to the fruit of any good or meritorious
action (see the relevant article in [14]).

3 Pandit, Hindu Priest (see the relevant article in [15]).
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pic. 3, pilgrims taking prasada in Sri Krishna temj)le .[11]

Sri Ananteshwara temple is the oldest and well-
known center of pilgrimage, spirituality and
philosophy in the region [2, p. 12]

Every day numerous pilgrims visit Sri
Krishna’s darshan®, in order to perform the pujas

® Darshan(a) (Sanskrit: & Darsana “viewing”) — in Indian
philosophy and religion, particularly in Hinduism, the beholding
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and other worshipping rituals, as well sa to meet
famous ascetics, pandits.

Taking prasada’ is another significant element
in the religious life of the Mdadhvas (see pic. 3).

Public feeding is the responsibility of the
present paraya swami who is in charge of Krishna
matha [4, p. 64]. 1 particularly paid attention to the
rituals of taking prasada in the above mentioned
three temples of Udupi during my fieldwork. A
huge number of people visit a special big hall,
where the prasada is served to them. The prasada
food is cooked in abundance, so that the pilgrims
had the opportunity to eat it as much as they want.
In the big hall near Sri Krishna temple the swamis
and eminent pandits read a sermon and deliver
lectures for pilgrims and devotees gathered there.
The main topics of the lectures are commentaries of
religious texts, such as Mahabharata, Bhagavad
Gita, Ramayana, the Puranas and the commentaries
of Madhvacharya’s works. In Udupi, temples can be
accessed by anyone following internal regulations,
especially on religious holidays when men need to
wear the dhoti®.

The Paryaya festival is the most convenient
period for pilgrims to visit Udupi and participate in
all the celebrations taking place in temples and
streets of the city (see pic. 4); the festival, being a
great occasion for all the Hindus, demonstrates the
living spiritual tradition of the Madhvas [see 1].

Among other religious festivals celebrated by
the Madhvas in Udupi are the following: Narasimha
Jayanti’, Maha Shivaratri'’, Dipavali"', Navaratri’
etc.[3, pp 221-252].

The Paryaya festival of 2022 was celebrated by
the Madhvas in a very magnificent way [8]. Today
the devotees and tourists can be informed about the
details of the spiritual and ritualistic life in Udupi
through the Ashtha Matha’s social media pages [17;
18; 19] what proves that the Madhva community is
becoming more open. The Madhva festivals attract
more participants every year, including those from

of a deity (especially in image form), revered person, or sacred
object (see the relevant article in [13.3]).

7 Prasada (Sanskrit: YEIG Prasada “favour” or “grace”) —

in Hinduism, food and water offered to a deity during a worship
rite (puja) (see the relevant article in [13.4]).

8 Dhoti — long loincloth traditionally worn in southern Asia by
Hindu men (see the relevant article in [13.5]).

° Narasimha Jayanti — the Incarnation day of the Lord
(Vishnu) as Narasimha, the fourth of the dasavataras [3, p. 223].
' Maha Shivaratri — an important Hindu festival celebrated in
honour of god Shiva, (see the relevant article in [16]).

! Dipavali (Diwali) — one of the major religious festivals
in Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism, (see the relevant article in
[13.6]).

12 Navaratri, an annual Hindu festival observed throughout
India celebrated over nine days in September-October, (see the
relevant article in [13.7]).



other religious traditions and culturs who are
interested in the Vedic culture.

The pilgrimage tradition, which has been
developed among the Madhvas for centuries, will
definitely preserve its niche and remain one of the
most significant elements for the Madhvas’ spiritual
life, despite all the changes in the modern Indian
society.

ey 1 Y AR
I 2 Y e ARy ri
pic. 4, Paryaya celebrations in Udupi, pilgrims
gathering [12]
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