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AnHoTauusi: B craree, Ha ocHoBe Oumorpadmm Cu L[3MHBIUHS, NPOCIEKUBACTCS (HOPMUPOBAHUE MOIUTUYECKOH
¢pakiun BHyTpu KommyHmcTrdeckoir nmaptuu Kwuras, KOTOpod B paMKax Kak HAay4HOH, TaKk M IyOJHIIMCTUYECKOMN
nuTepatypbl Aainu HasBaHue «Kian Cu». B crathe mpocnexuBaeTcs, Kak, HAUMHAs C JETCTBA, 3aKaHYMBAas 3PEIbIMU
rogamu, B Te4eHue nonrux aecstuiernii Cu L[3MHBNMH (GOpMUPOBA CBOW OJMKHHMN KpPYT, KOTOPBIH, BIIOCIIEACTBUH,
3aliMeT CBOE HBIHEIIHEe MECTO B COBPEMEHHOH mapTuitHo-rocynapctBeHHoON uepapxun KHP. Kpome Toro, B cratee
JlaeTcst KpaTkuii 0030p paccranoBku cui B [Tomuroropo LK KIIK mo pesynsraram mporeaniero B mpomuniom roay 20-
oro cbezga KommyHnucrtuueckoil maptuu Kutad. [lenaerca BbIBOA O coxpaHeHMH mno3unuil «lllaHxalickoll KIMKH»
CKOHYaBIIerocs HexaBHO 1[3stHa L[39MmHs, BeTymumBiIeH B coro3 ¢ «Kilanom Cu» M MOJHOM OTCTpaHEeHMH (pakuuu
«TyaHpmail (KOMCOMOJBIEI)» OT BEPXOBHOH BIACTH B CTpaHe. Tak XK€ MPUBOAUTCS IMPEOIOIOKEHHE O TOM, UTO
MIPUYMHA TEKyIIeH KOHCOJMIAIWH BEAyIIMX BHyTpHmoiuTnieckunx urpokoB KHP Bokpyr «Knama Cm», sBisercs
yriryOustonieecst BHEIIHENoauTHIeckoe npotuBoctosHue ¢ CoexanHenHbiME [llTatamM AMEpPHKH W MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE
JI0JITOCPOYHBIE SKOHOMUYECKHE IIPOEKTHI, KOTOPBIE OCYIIECTBISIIOTCS KUTAUCKIM HCTEOIUIIMEHTOM B JAHHBIH MOMEHT.
Peus nper kak 06 «OxHOM-TIOSICE, ONHOM-IIyTH», TaK U O APYIUX Ipoekrax B EBpasuu u B Adpuxe.
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The study of the inner-party fractions of the  Sinological research that has proved to be especially
Communist Party of China is one of the few areas of  in demand due to the turbulence in modern world



politics. This is especially true for those intra-party
groups that are somehow connected with the current
top leadership of China in general and with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in particular.

In the scientific and periodical press, President
Xi's supporters have been codenamed "Xi Clan".
This political "clan" includes those CPC
functionaries and officers of the People's Liberation
Army of China who, one way or another, crossed
paths with President Xi on his life path.

Before parsing the Xi Clan, it is necessary to
clarify one circumstance. Xi Jinping like some of
his colleagues and opponents belongs to the stratum
of hereditary CPC functionaries. In scientific
literature, CPC functionaries in the second, third,
and so on generations were called "crown princes",
"princes", or "Red heirs". Hereditary communists
are not united in a separate faction. They are a
specific phenomenon of the Communist Party and
can be found both among representatives of the "Xi
Clan" and other intra-party groups such as the
"Shanghai gang", "Tunapai" or other factions in the
CPC [8, pp. 169-170, 172].

Speaking about the supporters of President Xi,
first of all, it is worth talking about the ties that were
formed in the childhood and youth of the future
leader of the PRC. A special place here have his
classmates from the Beijing Baiyi School (/\—34))
where children of the officers from the People
Liberation Army command staff families were
mainly educated. Among the most prominent
alumni of the Baiyi School associated with Xi
Jinping is Zhang Yuxia. In 2023, he holds the
position of Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission of the People's Republic of China and
heads the People Liberation Army of China. He is
one of the few PRC officers with real combat
experience gained during the war with Vietnam.
Another of Xi Jinping's school friends is General
Liu Yuan, PRC Chairman Liu Shaoqi's son, who
served as the Political Commissar of the General
Logistics Department of the People's Liberation
Army of China until 2016 [1, p. 6].

Another "childhood friend" of President Xi is
Liu He. He studied at School 101, which was
located near the Bayi School. With an excellent
education including Seton Hall (MPA) and Harvard
(MBA), as well as being a gifted researcher in
economics, Liu He has long been President Xi's
chief economic adviser [3].

A special place in the biography of President
Xi is occupied by the period of the Cultural
Revolution, when he, like many members of the
families of the CPC members, was exiled to the
village for "labour re-education" during “Sent-down
youth” campaign. During this period, he met Wang
Qishan, who was also exiled to the village, where a
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long-term  friendship began between them.
Subsequently, Wang Qishan held various positions
in the leadership of the country, while remaining a
friend and ally of Xi Jinping. This led to the fact that
in 2018 after he resigned from the Standing
Committee (SC) of the Politburo of the CPC Central
Committee and other positions that he held before,
Wan Qishan was elected to the post of Vice
President of the PRC. Informally, Wang Qishan
became the eighth member of the Politburo SC and
continues to remain in this position for 2023. [6]

An important role in the formation of the "Xi
Clan" had played his service in the provinces of
Hebei and Fujian. This time is characterized by both
Xi Jinping's successful career growth, who
eventually took the post of governor of Fujian
province and even greater strengthening of his ties
with the military. This is because Fujian due to its
geographical proximity to Taiwan plays a special
role in PLA military planning. Thus, he developed
close relations with two generals from the now-
defunct Nanjing Military Region, Zhao Keshi and
Cai Yingting. Later, already during the reign of
President Xi, they took the positions of Head of the
Department of Logistics of the Central Military
Commission (until 2017) and President of the
Academy of Military Sciences of the PLA (from
2016 to 2017), respectively. In addition, in the early
eighties, Xi Jinping worked as a secretary to
Chinese Defense Minister Geng Biao, which also
helped to strengthen his ties with the military [2, p.
71.

During this period, he met and promoted the
careers of future Politburo members Li Zhanshu
(19" Politburo SC member), Huang Kunming
(Guangdong Party Committee Secretary, 19th and
20th Politburo member), Cai Qi (20" Politburo SC
member) and many others. In addition, researchers
in Western think tanks refer to the "Fujian gang"
general He Weidong (Vice Chairman of the Central
Military Commission of the People's Republic of
China, member of the Politburo) and admiral Miao
Hua (Director of the Political Work Department of
the Central Military Commission) [7].

An important place in modern Chinese politics
is occupied by the so-called "New Zhejiang Army".
The group is named after Zhejiang province, as
many of its members held various positions in the
provincial administration at a time when President
Xi himself served as its governor [4, p.21-22].

Among the politicians from Zhejiang, analysts
highlight Li Qian, who, according to the results of
the 20th CPC Congress, became one of the seven
members of the Standing Committee of the
Politburo, as well as Chen Minyer, since 2022, the
secretary of the Tianjin City Committee of the CPC

[7].



A special place in the formation of a group of
supporters of Xi Jinping is played by the city of
Shanghai. Because of its role in the economy of the
PRC, the city of Shanghai and its power structures
act as a kind of springboard for the further career
growth of party functionaries. For example in 2007,
Xi Jinping headed the CPC's Shanghai City
Committee.  However,  subsequently,  many
politicians and military personnel associated with Xi
also held positions in the government structures of
the city of Shanghai. Among them is the
aforementioned "Zhejiang gang" member Li Qian,
who was the head of the CPC Shanghai City
Committee from 2017 to 2022. The same applies to
another member of the Politburo SC, Li Xi [4, p. 32-
34].

It is worth clarifying that, unlike the "Tuanpai"
faction, led by Hu Jintao and Li Keqiang, whose
representatives did not even enter the Politburo
following the results of the 20th CPC Congress, the
"Shanghai gang", supporters of the recently
deceased former Chinese President Jiang Zemin
continues to hold its positioning, having allied with
President Xi and his supporters. The most prominent
representatives of the faction are one of the leading
political ideologists of modern China, Wang Huning
(19™ and 20™ Politburo SC) and Ding Xuexiang
(20™ Politburo SC) [7].

Thus, one can notice an important trend in the
formation of the ruling elites of the PRC. In recent
years, the role of regional political, military and
economic elites, which participate in government
through their representatives in the highest
authorities, has been steadily increasing.
Representatives of the provinces Hebei, Fujian, and
Xi's home province of Shanxi (Zhao Yuxia and
Wang Qishan are classified as members of the
"Shanxi gang") formed a coalition government
based on the results of the 20th Congress of the
CPC, headed by Xi Jinping. Jiang Zemin's former
"Shanghai gang" and many senior officers of the
People's Liberation Army of China also join the
coalition. If earlier there was a struggle between the
"Tunapai" and "Shanghai gang", now a hierarchical
system of governance has been formed in the central
authorities, shaped around the figure of President
Xi. And taking into account the variety of the forces
represented in the coalition, one can put forward an
assumption about a consensus among the Chinese

political elites regarding the formation of
government bodies for the coming years.
Such an assumption follows from the

intensification of the foreign policy of the PRC in
the context of the escalating geopolitical
confrontation between the leading political powers
of the planet, especially the rivalry between the PRC
and the United States of America. In addition, the
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Chinese political elites feel the need for
consolidation because of the current long-lasting
projects, such as the “Belt and Road” initiative and
numerous financial and economical projects in
Eurasia and Africa. The billions of dollars, spending
by state and non-state Chinese companies, the
involvement of the «central and regional
governments in BRI and other similar projects show
us consensus of PRC ruling elites on, at least,
foreign policy [5].

This is the reason that they agreed to replace
the old model of the predominance of two factions,
"Tuanpai" and the "Shanghai gang", which received
the unofficial name "one party - two factions" and
was potential source of inner conflict by the
hierarchical structure of informal governance with
President Xi on its top.

Summing up, it can be told that the current
balance of power in the highest echelons of power
in China is the result of not only a vide consensus
among the elites because of the situation in foreign
policy, but also connected with the figure of
President Xi himself. During his formation as a
politician, President Xi managed to establish a
sufficient number of horizontal ties, which allowed
him to enlist the support of a broad coalition of
different factions, which ensured that he was not
only elected in 2012 and re-elected in 2017, but also
changed the Constitution and prolonged his powers
for a third term.
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