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KoHTeHT-aHA/IN3 OCHOBHBIX ONpe/ie/eHHi CONUATbHOM 3aINThI
Azaoxcanan Mapmun A.

Acnupanm kageopul norumonozuu, Paxyivmenm MeHcOYHAPOOHbIX OMHOULEHULL
Epesanckuii I'ocyoapcmeennviii Ynusepcumem (Epesan, PA)

AHHOTanus: B 3TOH cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTCs SBOJIIONMS TEPMHHA COIMAIBHOW 3allTUTHI, & TAKXKE TO, KaK Pa3IUIHbIE
MeXIyHapoAHble opranm3anuu ompenesaor ee. C XIX Beka cuCTeMBbl COIMATFHON 3alUThl CTAHOBWIIMCH Bce Oolee
CIIO)KHBIMH, yIOBJIETBOPSISI IOTPEOHOCTH PAa3IMYHBIX IPYIII 00miecTBa. B cTaThe cpaBHUBAIOTCS ONIPEEICHUs, TaHHBIE
paSJ'II/I‘IHI:-IMI/I aBTOpI/ITeTHLIMI/I OpFaHHSaHI/IHMI/I, 1 BBISABJISAIOTCS o6mne TEMBI, TAKHC KaK Hpe)ZlOTBpaHleHI/Ie GGI[HOCTI/I,
yIIpaBJICHUE PUCKAMU U COLMANIbHAs WMHTErpauusi. B Hell MomgyepKUBaeTcs, YTO, XOTs OOIIEH LENbl0 COLHAIbHOU
3alIUThI SIBJISACTCS 60p]:-68. C 66}1HOCTI)IO U CHHUIXCHHUC yH3BI/IMOCTI/I, IIoaxoAbl U CTpaTeFI/II/I B pa3H1>1x opraHmauI/mx
CYIIECTBEHHO Pa3IMYArOTCs, YTO OOYCIOBICHO Pa3lIMYMEM HANPaBICHUH MX NESATEIBHOCTH. B cTaThe mpeiuiaraercs
OIIpEIeIICHNE COIUAFHON 3alUTHI, MOAYSPKHUBAIONICE €€ MPOAKTUBHBIN, HHKITFO3UBHEIA H BCEOOBEMITIOIIHIA XapaKTep,
YTO JIETaeT €€ HeOOXOMUMOH sl COIMAaTbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOW CTAOMIIN3AIINH U TPOIBMKCHHUS IIPaB YEIOBEKA.
KiaroueBbie cioBa U cioBocoderannsi: ConpanbHas 3aluTa, MPEJOTBPANICHHE OEIHOCTH, YIIPABICHHE PHUCKAMH,
COLMAITbHAS HHTETPALIUS

INTRODUCTION have become more complex and extensive, by
Historically, social protection has been in a  taking into account diverse needs and situations
constant state of transformation, dating back to the = within various societies across the world [7, pp. 1-
early forms of social security during the 19th  4]. With the increasing complexity of social
century. Over the decades, social protection systems  processes and society as a whole, a number of
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countries started facing daunting challenges on the
efficiency, effectiveness and social equity of their
social protection systems. This has been more
conspicuous in nations where no consistent vision
and a comprehensive policy agenda were
established. Moreover, numerous states have had
their social protection schemes disintegrated so that
various small initiatives operate in isolation rather
than as part of a single unit [14, p. 1]. These threats,
coupled with globalization and development
tendencies [15, pp. 7-8], have underlined the
immediate need for a more systemic and integrated
approach to social protection that would guarantee
harmonious operations across all spheres of the
system in order to achieve desirable outcomes both
at individual levels and for communities.

This article seeks to dissect and illustrate
various perspectives from different international
organizations on what is considered as essential
components of social protection. It also aims to
synthesize these outlooks together so that we can
perceive how social protection addresses socio-
economic challenges adequately.

MAIN BODY

Definitions in pertinent scientific literature

In the realm of social policy, social protection
definitions outline the boundaries, mechanisms and
purposes of social protection systems. They serve as
a reference framework that helps different
stakeholders understand what constitutes social
protection as well as how it ought to work within a
society. The definitions of social protection are
fundamental in establishing the common language
and benchmarks for designing, implementing, and
evaluating programs on social protection.

First, we need to distinguish the concept of
social protection presented in the scientific
literature. Social protection, as a concept, is being
used variably within country-specific as well as
global socio-economic policy frameworks [11, pp.
5-24; 8, pp. 296-310]. In Andy Norton, et al., social
protection is referred to as ‘the public actions taken
in response to levels of vulnerability, risk and
deprivation which are deemed socially unacceptable
within a given polity or society’ [15, p. 7]. In other
scholarly articles, it is defined as "...a core function
of development policy...," which aims at
“...achieving social justice outcomes, in terms of
both objectives and implementation” [8, p. 1], or as
written by Conway, et al., social protection
encompasses ‘public actions taken in response to
levels of vulnerability, risk, and deprivation which
are deemed socially unacceptable within a given
polity or society’ [4, p. 241]. The authors come to
the latter definition primarily due to the
transformation in developing countries and
development research that occurred in the 1990s

during which social protection became not merely
an antidote to social injustice, but a painkiller for
poverty and vulnerability [4, pp. 240-243].

Social Policy and Social Protection

In scientific discourse, there are two terms
which may be confusing for many readers especially
when considering that both pertain to social issues
and challenges. Social policy as a concept was
developed and implemented later than social
protection itself, since as previously mentioned, the
early forms of social protection trace back to the
early 19™ century, exemplified by covered pensions
for trade union workers in the United States between
1890 and 1900 or the pension reforms in Germany,
Denmark, and Austria [9, p. 94]. In contrast, social
policy, which constitutes a broader framework, was
introduced later with the tendency of increasing
governmental regulation, particularly in the UK
during the second half of the 20th century [9, p.
103]. This all indicates that social policy as a con-
cept encompasses wider angles of social processes
[3, pp. 8-11]. Consequently, social policy evolved to
possess a more expansive nature. Where social
policy is an umbrella term that includes various
public policies aimesd at promoting social welfare
and equity, social protection is focused on systems
and measures designed to protect individuals and
households from economic and social risks,
including poverty, illness, unemployment, disability,
and ageing [1, pp. S127-S128].

Definitions by International Organizations

Social protection is defined through various
frameworks by different agencies and organizations,
each emphasizing distinct aspects based on their
operational focus. While some organizations adopt
definition of social protection with regards to its
structural components such as contributory and non-
contributory measures in addition to labor market
programs; others frame it around specific goals like
poverty reduction or protecting vulnerable
populations. Moreover, the conceptualization of
social protection tends to differ widely too. Some
definitions emphasize its functional roles—protect-
tion, promotion, prevention and transformation—as
means to propel individuals towards broader
development objectives. These conceptual appro-
aches have markedly distinct underpinnings; some
emphasize poverty reduction, whereas others stress
risk management [17, pp. 12-15]. Additionally, the
range of coverage for social protection can be
universal schemes embracing all citizens or targeted
programmes addressing particular groups. Despite
these variations, every description encompasses the
role of social protection as a comprehensive policy
framework aimed at alleviating poverty and
reducing vulnerability within which it operates.
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Table 1 gives a comparative analysis of
different international organizations’ definitions
regarding social protection together with their
respective implementation strategies concerning
social protection. Each line of the table represents a
distinct  organization, provides their own
interpretation of social protection, highlights major
themes within these interpretations as well as
indicates how these policies could be implemented.
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The purpose behind this table is to summarize the
various ways in which social protection is
interpreted by different entities, pinpointing salient
areas of concern, and giving suggestions on feasible
frameworks. This would enable us to get a grasp of
what global and national approaches for social
protection entail and allow for a detailed discussion
of various strategies employed by countries.

DEFINITION'

Table 1. Comparative Analysis Of Social Protection Definitions Across Various Organizations And Governments

ORGANIZATION

KEY THEMES

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

IMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGY

International “Social protection, or social security, is | Poverty Mix of contributory
Labour defined as a set of policies and | prevention, life | schemes (social
Organization programmes designed to reduce and | cycle  coverage, | insurance) and  non-
prevent poverty and vulnerability across | contributory and | contributory tax-financed
the life cycle. Social protection includes | non-contributory schemes (universal
nine main areas: child and family | schemes schemes, social
benefits, maternity protection, assistance)
unemployment  support, employment
injury benefits, sickness benefits, health
protection, old-age benefits, disability
benefits and survivors’ benefits [13, p.
29].”

World Bank “Social protection and labor systems, | Risk management, | Broad instruments
policies, and programs help individuals | resilience, equity, | improving resilience,
and societies manage risk and volatility | opportunity equity, opportunity
and protect them from poverty and (details not specified)
destitution - through instruments that
improve  resilience,  equity,  and
opportunity [18, p. 3].”

European “Social protection may be broadly | Poverty Policies and actions for

Commission defined therefore as policies and actions | management, income  security and
that: social security, | access to essential

- enhance the capacity of all people, | access to essential | services (health,
but notably poor and vulnerable | services education)
groups, to escape from poverty, or
avoid falling into poverty, and better
manage risks and shocks

and

- aim at providing a higher level of
social security through income
security and access to essential
services (in particular, health and
education) throughout active and
inactive periods and periods of need
throughout the life-cycle [10].”

United Nations “A set of policies and programmes | Poverty Comprehensive policies
International aimed at preventing or protecting all | prevention, social | targeting life-course

Children's people against poverty, vulnerability, | inclusion, life- | events, emphasis on

Emergency Fund | and social exclusion throughout their | course coverage vulnerable groups
life-course, with a particular emphasis
towards vulnerable groups [16, p. 2].”

United Nations “A set of nationally owned policies and | Income  support, | Nationally owned
Development instruments that provide income support | access to services, | policies with a focus on
Programme and facilitate access to goods and | social inclusion income  support and

services by all households and service access
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individuals at least at minimally
accepted levels, to protect them from
deprivation and social  exclusion,
particularly  during  periods  of
insufficient  income, incapacity  or
inability to work [17, p. 12].”
Asian “Social protection is defined as the set of | Poverty reduction, | Five major elements:
Development policies and programs designed to | risk exposure | labor markets, social
Bank reduce poverty and vulnerability by | management, insurance, social
promoting  efficient labor markets, | comprehensive assistance, = community
diminishing people’s exposure to risks, | elements protection schemes, child
and enhancing their capacity to protect protection
themselves  against  hazards  and
interruption/loss of income [2,p. 1].”
Food and “Social protection comprises a set of | Food security, | Policies and programs
Agriculture policies and programmes that addresses | economic and | aimed at economic,
Organization of | economic, environmental and social | environmental environmental, and social
the United Nations | vulnerabilities to food insecurity and | resilience resilience
poverty by protecting and promoting
livelihoods FAO [12].”
World “Social protection consists of policies | Shocks and | Government-owned
Food Programme | and programmes designed to protect | stresses protection, | systems, safety nets,
people  from shocks and stresses | government social insurance, labour
throughout their lives. It can include | ownership market regulations,
safety nets, social insurance schemes, access to services
labour market regulations or facilitated
access to essential services [19,p. 1].”
Foreign, “Social Protection is a sub-set of public | Risk and poverty | Three-tier approach:
Commonwealth & | actions that help address risk, vulne- | management, social insurance, social
Development rability, and chronic poverty [S,p. 1].” diverse protection | assistance, minimum
Office of UK instruments workplace standards
CONCLUSION vulnerability throughout the life course; this view

The key conclusions derived from studying
these definitions are as follows:

DIFFERING VIEWS | There are different
opinions about social protection from international
actors which have their institutional logics and
operational backgrounds. While all accept its role in
managing risks and reducing poverty, the details
vary. In the case of Britain’s Department for
International Development, which has been replaced
by the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development
Office, poverty reduction has been a priority area of
operation. On the other hand, the World Bank
perceives social protection as a means of managing
risks, a point that is condemned for neglecting the
needs of the permanently poor. In the same way,
the FEuropean Commission considers social
protection as a risk management device that enables
every individual, especially those vulnerable to
escape poverty or mitigate risks. Conversely, UNDP
and FAO give more weight on how it relieves
individuals from poverty conditions while
safeguarding them against such conditions by giving
them an opportunity to sustain their life through
doing something important like farming for food.
Furthermore, many scholars and entities, such as
ILO, argue that social protection is a universal
human right that aims at alleviating poverty and

has been growing stronger over time.

Further expanding on this theme, the primary
concern of UNICEF is to secure children and
families against poverty and social exclusion
through promoting inclusion, access and equity to
disadvantaged groups. The ADB on the other hand
argues for a comprehensive toolbox that can deal
with various economic, social, and environmental
challenges in Asia including labor market programs
and community-based protection schemes. These
different perspectives contribute not only to global
discourse on tailored strategies by revealing
adaptability of social protection policies but also
ensure their applicability across diverse global
contexts.

OPERATIONAL LEVEL | Social protection
systems provide different strategies to improve the
general welfare and curb poverty. They include
income supports that are either contributory or non-
contributory, provision of essential services for all
and programs to develop skills and opportunities for
the marginalized. The schemes also help in building
resilience against life shocks and breaking down
barriers preventing well-being by means of social
insurance, employment initiatives, education as well
as health care among others. This holistic strategy
guarantees that social protection addresses not only
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urgent requirements but also fosters enduring social
unity and equity.

KEY THEMES IDENTIFICATION | Across
the definitions, common themes such as poverty
prevention, risk management, and social inclusion
are encountered with the highest frequency. These
themes are pivotal because they align themselves
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with wider global goals such as sustainable
development and economic stability thus shaping
policy directions for the implementation of social
protection measures. This requires understanding
how one aspect feeds into another like improving
equality leads directly to bringing down poverty
levels.

broadly tax-financed help improve
universal survivors non-contributory
— cycle o . programmes
estitution
i better V.Ul.nerablllty accepted  employment
support sickness |nSUra?oﬁteribUlsizl:fiesessjns;':tance categorical
policies manage e i markets .
) X I policy
unemployment  nine comprises SErvices sk security
societies poverty HIsks: thrOUghOUt transfers
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notably faFate country vu ner.a e protect disability
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three h S O c a l systems SRRt
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Figure 1: The frequency of words in definitions (bigger words occur more frequently)

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
OVERVIEW | The implementation strategies of
social protection vary significantly, reflecting
philosophical differences in approach to funding and
policy design. Some organizations emphasize
initiatives financed by the government, whereas
others underscore the significance of contributory
systems.

CONCEPTUAL INTERRELATIONS |
Drawing comparisons among diverse definitions
enhances our comprehension regarding worldwide

notions about social protection. It also looks at how
cultural influence affects such provisions in
different regions leading us towards viewing it as an
avenue for harmonizing society while ensuring
equal distribution of resources between citizens.
This means that political, economic, or cultural
effects on the way it operates can be explained by
looking at how these perceptions are translated into
practice in different parts of the world.

Based on this analysis, social protection can be
defined as follows:

Social protection refers to government programs that guarantee a minimum living

standard to all, protecting them from social and economic risks, such as unemployment,
poverty and social exclusion.

This definition of social protection points out
its proactive, integrative, and all-embracing nature,
emphasizing that it is both anti-poverty and
vulnerability prevention. By making it all inclusive
framework, which entitles every person to be
protected under any measures against social fight,
this would mean it supports even those who may not
actually be wvulnerable. Therefore, this approach
compliments global initiatives geared towards
socio-economic stabilization and promotion of
human rights.
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