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Poan CoBera Be3onacHocTi BO MHOTHX CTpaHax

Xauampan Kpucmune I.

Cmyodenmka masucmpamypul HO MeNCOYHAPOOHbIM omuowenusm, EIY,
nabopaum Uncmumyma apmenosedueckux uccnedosanuii EI'Y (Epeean, PA)

AnHoranusi: CoBeT 0€30MACHOCTH HIPAeT KIIOYEBYI pOJdb B (OPMHUPOBAHHH HAIIMOHAJIBHOW OE30MacHOCTH H
KOOPJIMHAIIMM BHYTPCHHEH W BHEIIHEH MOJWTUKHA. B pa3HBIX CTpaHaX 3TOT OPraH BEINOJNHSET CXOMHBIC (DYHKIIHH,
OJTHAKO CTPYKTYpa U METOIBI pabOThl MOTYT 3HAYHTEILHO pPa3lin4aThcs. B maHHOW paboTe paccMaTpuBaroTcsi COBETHI
oesomacaoctrn Apmennu, CIIA, Poccmm, Typrmum w U3pamnsg, a Takke WX BIHSHHE Ha Pa3pabOTKy CTpaTeruit
0e30macHOCTH W BHemHeH nomutukd. Ocoboe BHHMaHWE yAenseTcs SBOMONUHA ponn 3Tux COBETOB B OTBET Ha
COBPEMEHHBIC YIpO3bl, TAKHE KaK KHOEPYrpo3bl, TEPPOPU3M U H3MEHEHHs KIMMaTa. VICHonib3ys CpaBHUTEIBHO-
MPaBOBOM M aHAJMTHYECKHH METObI, MCCIIEMYIOTCSI MOAXO/bI, IpUMEHsieMble KaxibiM 13 COBETOB 0€30MacHOCTH B
pasHbIX cTpaHax. Llemb pabOTBI — BBISIBUTH OCHOBHBIC TEHACHIUH B poid COBETOB 0E30MACHOCTH KaK OPraHoB,
KOOPIHMHUPYIOIIMX JACUCTBHUS MO 0OECICUEHUI0 HAMOHAIBHON 0E30MaCHOCTH M CTa0MIBHOCTH, a TaKKE OILCHUTh UX
BIIMSIHUE Ha Pa3BUTHE MEXITYHAPOIHOHN OC30MaCHOCTH.

Karwuesrie cjioBa u ciaoBocoueranmusi: Coser besomacHoctn, HanmonanpHas 0e30macHOCTh, BHEIIHAS IMOIMTHKA,
BryTpenHsist momuTHKa, [7100ampHBIC BRI30BBI 0€30IIaCHOCTH, MeXaHU3MBbI 0€30IMacCHOCTH

Introduction environmental, ecological, cyber, information,

Before talking about security councils, it is  economic security, etc. Therefore, as such, security
necessary to first understand the conceptual represents a comprehensive framework for states,
meaning of security. Security is a pillar for every = which is aimed at protecting not only the territorial
state, as it refers not only to military defense, but integrity of the country, but also its political,
also includes many other arecas important to the economic, social and cultural well-being from
country. These include, for example, physical, internal and external threats.
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Each country defines its own concept of
national security, which is shaped by its specific
geopolitical context, historical experience and
strategic interests. In the case of the Republic of
Armenia, the definition of national security is
mostly enshrined in the country's legal framework,
in particular, in the law on national security bodies.
According to this law: The national security of the
Republic of Armenia refers to a state and societal
condition that ensures the security of the individual,
society, and the state. It encompasses the protection
of the country's territorial integrity, sovereignty,
constitutional order, and the healthy development of
the economy. It also includes safeguarding the
material and spiritual values of society, the rights
and freedoms of citizens, and the environment,
while securing them from both internal and external
threats. The relevant state administration bodies are
responsible for carrying out the tasks related to
ensuring the national security of the Republic of
Armenia, within the scope of their authority [4].

In ensuring national security, Armenia, like
almost all countries, relies on a number of
specialized institutions and bodies to manage,
coordinate and implement measures aimed at
mitigating potential threats. The Security Council of
the Republic of Armenia bears a significant part of
the responsibility for maintaining the country's
national security. It is obvious that the Security
Council of the Republic of Armenia plays a central
role in coordinating domestic policy in this sense.

The significance of security councils in the
context of national security cannot be undervalued.
Security councils are key institutions that allow for
the coordination of national security policy and
strategy. They often operate at the highest levels of
government, involving key decision-makers from
various sectors, including military, intelligence,
foreign affairs, law enforcement, economic, etc.
While the specific mandate, composition, and
functions of security councils vary from country to
country, their role remains largely the same: to
formulate and oversee the implementation of
policies that protect national security interests.

The first part of this work examines the role of
the Security Council in Armenia, focusing on its
functions as one of the main actors in ensuring the
well-being of the country. The work examines the
structure, mandate and other functions of the
councils. The second part of the work covers a
broader scope of the field of study, including the
study of the Security Councils of a number of other
countries, including the United States, Russia,
Turkey and Israel, considering the strategic
priorities of these councils, policy outcomes, as well
as the approach of these countries to national
security coordination in general.
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In conclusion, the Security Council represents a
mechanism that is a crucial tool for states in their
efforts to ensure their security. As Barry Buzan and
Lene Hansen argue in their widely recognized book,
The Evolution of International Security Studies,
'Security has a particular discursive and political
force and is a concept that does something —
securitise — rather than an objective (or subjective)
condition', therefore a study of the Security Councils
of Armenia, as well as other countries, will allow us
to understand their nature as one of the main actors
in the most important issues of the country [1, p.
214].

1. The Security Council's Role Across the
Republic of Armenia: The Republic of Armenia
has undergone significant political and institutional
changes since its transition to a parliamentary
republic model. Following the constitutional
reforms of 2015, Armenia shifted to a parliamentary
form of governance. As a result, significant changes
occurred in the country, of which the country's legal
framework could not remain inseparable, one of
which was the law "On the Formation and Activities
of the Security Council" [14]. This law regulates the
status, functions, and powers of the Security
Council, its composition—members of the Security
Council, the procedure of its activities—
organization and conduct of Security Council
meetings, decisions—types of decisions, the
procedure for their adoption, ensuring the smooth
operation—working procedures of the Security
Council, the Secretary of the Security Council, and
the Secretariat. To understand the role of the
Security Council of the Armenia can play in
coordinating the policy of the Republic of Armenia,
it is essential to familiarize yourself with the
functions and powers of the council, which are also
summarized in the aforementioned law, particularly
in article 2.

The functions and powers of the Security
Council of the Republic of Armenia are: According
to part 2 of article 155 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Armenia, one of the key functions of the
Security Council is to determine the main directions
of defense policy [3]. In addition, the Security
Council plays a decisive role in discussing issues
related to national security, territorial integrity and
the inviolability of the borders of Armenia, which
are considered at the proposal of the Prime Minister.
The Council is authorized to make decisions on
various issues related to defense policy, in
particular, on its basic principles, as well as may
make decisions on other issues that fall within its
sphere of responsibility and are of a parliamentary
nature. It should also be noted that in addition to the
provisions enshrined in the RA Law “On the
Formation and Activities of the Security Council”,



the powers and functions of the Security Council are
also defined by the RA Law “On Defense”, which is
an additional legal basis [15].

As it became clear from the above text, one of
the main functions of the Security Council is to
define the primary directions of defense policy. In
order to fully and thoroughly understand the nature
of this authority, it is necessary to first become
familiar with these directions. Referring to the
official webpage of the Security Council Office of
Armenia, we can identify that these directions
include strategic planning for defense, its review,
and approval, which encompasses plans for the
development, deployment, mobilization, and use of
the armed forces, plans for the development of other
forces, operational defense equipment for the
protection of the territory of Armenia, national civil
defense plans, senior command positions within the
armed forces, positions of the highest military ranks,
as well as the corresponding lists of senior military
officer ranks [6]. In addition to all this, another
primary direction for the defense sector policy is the
implementation of other powers defined by law.

Analyzing the functions and powers of the
Security Council, we come to the conclusion that
the Security Council in the context of the Republic
of Armenia, where military protection and military
readiness have always been the one of the main
guarantees of the country's security and well-being,
is directly related to the coordination of the
country's domestic policy, and the future of Armenia
largely depends on the decisions made by the
Council and their effective implementation. The
approval of significant plans by the Security
Council - the development plan of the armed forces,
the development plan of other forces, the
deployment plan of the armed forces, etc. - once
again show that the country's security policy is
largely dependent on the work of the Council. Of
course, all of these are very important issues for the
Republic of Armenia, but it is worth emphasizing
one of the main functions of the Security Council,
which is becoming increasingly relevant and key for
today's Armenia, when the country is facing
complex geopolitical challenges, namely: the
Security Council, at the proposal of the Prime
Minister, discusses issues concerning the security,
territorial ~ sovereignty, and inviolability of
Armenia’s borders. This again emphasizes the
central role of the Security Council in national
security decision-making, and in this context, the
Security Council is perceived as both a military
oversight body and one of the primary bodies for
security policy coordination across various branches
of government.

2. The Security Council's Role Across the
United States of America, Russian Federation,
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Republic of Turkey, and State of Israel : United
States: The National Security Council serves as the
President's primary platform for addressing matters
related to defense and international relations,
gathering top officials and key advisors. It plays a
crucial role in ensuring policy coordination among
various government agencies.

Given the complexity of today's challenges,
U.S. national security is taking a more integrated
approach across the nation's diverse sectors,
including economic, health, and environmental
security.

The President's legal counsel and the NSC's
legal advisor are invited to participate in all National
Security Council meetings. In addition, agency
heads and key senior officials from other executive
branch departments, including the COVID-19
Response Coordinator and the Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate Action, are invited to attend NSC
meetings as needed, where national issues, including
homeland security, global health, the international
economy, climate change, science and technology,
cybersecurity, migration, and other issues, are
discussed.

The National Security Council is presided over
by the President of the United States and comprises
a core group of high-ranking officials who play a
pivotal role in shaping national security and foreign
policy. Its permanent members include the Vice
President, the Secretary of State, Treasury, Defense,
Energy, Homeland Security, the Attorney General,
the United States Representative to the United
Nations, the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development, and the
Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs. Moreover, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff functions as the chief military consultant to
the council, whereas the Director of National
Intelligence  offers  strategic  oversight and
intelligence evaluations [13].

From the foregoing, it is clear that the United
States National Security Council (NSC) plays a very
critical role in coordinating national security and
domestic policy, and it is the president's most
important  decision-making forum. However,
according to John Gans' book White House
Warriors, the NSC has been a force behind U.S.
security strategy for decades and has influenced
both military operations and governance itself. From
its offices in the Executive Office Building and
through direct counsel to the president, the NSC has
shaped national security decisions more than any
other institution or adviser in modern American
history. This was particularly evident in the Iraq
War and the 2007 troop surge, when NSC staffers,
such as Meghan O'Sullivan, played a critical role in
shaping U.S. war strategy and briefing President



George W. Bush before the policy shift was
announced [2, pp. 7-9]. Yet the reach of the NSC
extends beyond war planning, shaping not only the
nation's approach to battle but how Washington
operates overall. Its importance is also highlighted
by the fact that it now oversees a broad array of
security concerns, ranging from environmental and
health security to cybersecurity and economic
stability. As international challenges become
increasingly sophisticated, the NSC tries that
domestic and foreign policy remain integrated,
coordinating federal departments and agencies to
manage proactively, mitigate, and anticipate the
diverse threats to the United States.

Russia (RF): The Russian Federation, as a
preamble to the creation of the Security Council,
emphasizes the fact that the thorough analysis,
strategic planning and decision-making on all issues
related to the country's security, as well as the
ongoing need to formulate presidential decrees,
require the existence of a special constitutional
advisory body accountable to the President. This
entity is referred to as the Security Council.

The Security Council is tasked with developing
policy recommendations aimed at ensuring stability
and protection across various levels of governance
and public welfare. It contributes to the
development of a comprehensive national security
strategy and supports the President in executing
constitutional  responsibilities, including the
protection of human rights, civil liberties, national
sovereignty, independence, and the territorial
integrity of the state.

The President establishes the Security Council
following the provisions of the Constitution and the
Federal Law "On Security." Serving as its
Chairman, the President is also responsible for
selecting its members. The Council’s activities are
supervised by its Secretary, who reports directly to
the President and directs the work of the Council
and its Office.

The Office of the Security Council operates as
a separate unit within the Executive Office of the
President and holds the designation of a directorate.
To effectively carry out its duties, the Security
Council establishes interdepartmental committees,
which are its main operational units. These
committees may be formed either on a special
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function or regional basis and may be temporary or
permanent.

The Security Council meets regularly on a
schedule determined by the President. Extraordinary
meetings may be called in urgent situations. The
President establishes the meeting agenda based on
the suggestions of the Council's Secretary and
presides over the sessions. The Secretary also holds
ongoing meetings with the members of the Council
to ensure ongoing coordination and progress.

The Security Council is responsible for
preparing important documents that define the main
strategies for national security.

Examining the functions of the Security
Council of the Russian Federation, it becomes
noticeable that the Russian Federation considers the
Security Council one of the most important bodies
of the country and the coordination of both Russia's
domestic and foreign policies directly stems from it,
since, as already mentioned, this body is entrusted
with the development of proposals these national
policies, designed to safeguard the core interests of
individuals, society, and the state from both internal
and external dangers, serve as the foundation for a
nation's long-term stability. The establishment of a
Scientific Council, made up of experts from the
Russian Academy of Sciences, specialized
academies, and educational institutions, operates to
provide scientific expertise for the work of the
Council once again emphasizes how serious and
important this structure is for the Russian
Federation, in particular its involvement in issues of
coordinating the country's multi-vector policies [5;
12].

Turkey: The establishment of the structure by
the decree of the Supreme Defense Assembly in
1933 is considered as the first step taken by Turkey
to build national security, the latter was engaged in
national mobilization issues. The structure of today's
Turkey responsible for this has undergone a number
of constitutional and legal changes within the
framework of Turkey's accession process to the
European Union. At present, the structure is referred
to as the "National Security Council.". It serves as
the paramount coordinating body of the state for
security and defense policy matters. The Council
convenes once every two months, on a
constitutional framework.



Figure 1: Organizational chart of the General Secretariat of the Turkish National Security Council [11].

The National Security Council of the Republic
of Turkey is made up of the President, Vice
Presidents, and the Ministers of Justice, National
Defense, Internal Affairs, and Foreign Affairs, as
well as the Chief of the General Staff of the Turkish
Armed Forces, and the Commanders of the Land
Forces, Navy, and Air Force. Additionally, if the
agenda requires, ministers and other relevant
individuals may be invited to attend Council
meetings to offer information and participate in
discussions on the presented matters. When the
President is absent, the Vice President takes on the
responsibility of presiding over the NSC. Figure 1
shows the organizational chart of the General
Secretariat of the Turkish National Security Council
[9; 10].

From the above, it becomes clear that for the
Republic of Turkey, the role of the Security Council
is not only important for the involvement in and
resolution of security issues in various sectors of the
country, but the structure is considered the highest
coordinating council for the state in the field of
coordination of defense and security policy,
therefore it is concluded that the decisions made by
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the Security Council in both Turkey's foreign and
domestic policies are classified as of primary
importance.

Israel: The NSC of Israel is the principal
advisory council to the Prime Minister and
government on matters related to foreign affairs and
national security, according to guidelines laid out in
the National Security Council Law. As the central
coordinating mechanism for national security policy,
the NSC formulates strategic suggestions, ensures
inter-organizational and inter-departmental
coordination, and puts forth alternative policy
suggestions for consideration by the government,
submitting well-reasoned justifications. It is also
charged with the responsibility of monitoring the
implementation of government decisions and
reporting directly to the Prime Minister.
Additionally, the NSC plays a significant role in
determining priorities of foreign affairs and security
agenda, conducting political-security analyses—
intelligence analysis included—and producing
annual and multi-year analyses. Its responsibilities
are to monitor the defense, foreign affairs, and
security ministries' budgets for headquarters



operations, oversee the National Crisis Management
Center in the Prime Minister's Office, and examine
Israel's security doctrine periodically to suggest
changes if necessary. Furthermore, the NSC
evaluates major security programs and conducts
personnel-related activities in the fields of foreign
affairs and security, and any other activity delegated
by the Prime Minister [8]. Apart from its prime
functions, the NSC has been entrusted with other
duties based on various government decisions. It is
in charge of setting up and running the Counter-
Terrorism Bureau as well as monitoring its effective
function. It also has the role of enhancing ministers'
knowledge concerning political and security
matters. NSC has a permanent place at the
ministerial committee that takes care of civil
emergency preparedness. Further, it plays a
significant role in preparing cabinet meetings,
familiarizing new members of the cabinet, briefing
government ministers on related matters, and
readying them for cabinet deliberations. These
duties are based on the guidelines of the Cabinet
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Working Committee on Political Security (Amidror
Committee), officially endorsed by the government,
and reiterating the NSC's central function in
determining Israel's national security policy and the
state's ability to effectively respond to emerging
opportunities and threats [7].

An analysis of the powers and functions of
Israel’s National Security Council underscores the
state's prioritization of this body in shaping its
security policy. A distinctive aspect of the Council’s
mandate is its broad scope, extending beyond the
conventional responsibilities typically associated
with security councils. In addition to its role in
national security strategy formulation, the Council is
also tasked with counterterrorism efforts, enhancing
the political and security knowledge of government
ministers, and addressing a range of other strategic

concerns. This comprehensive and integrative
approach  highlights the fundamental and
overarching nature of the Council, further

reinforcing its pivotal role in coordinating both the
state’s foreign and domestic policy.

ARMENIA

- Ensures the protection
of individuals, society,
and the state.

- Safeguards territorial
integrity, sovereignty,
and constitutional
order.
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- Protects material and
spiritual values,
citizens' rights and
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environment.

- Engages in strategic
planning (e.g.,
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expansion of the armed
forces).

usa
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Figure 2: Comparison of the Key Functions of Security Councils Across the Countries Discussed.

Conclusion

The Security Council is a central institution in
the making of national security policy in most states
and occupies a central place in coordinating foreign
and domestic policy. Initially focused on conflict
management and defense, its mandate has grown
exponentially in recent years to encompass
counterterrorism, cybersecurity, economic security,
and environmental protection. The comparative
analysis of the Security Councils of Armenia,
America, Russia, Turkey, and Israel establishes the
various strategies used by states to address their
unique security issues and emphasizes an overall
trend—increasing centralization of security policy-
making.

21

The Security Council in Armenia plays a vital
function in making national defense policies and
protecting territorial integrity, particularly in light of
ongoing regional tensions. The United States'
National Security Council serves as the President's
chief advisory body, coordinating interagency
response to diverse security threats ranging from
cyber defense to climate threats. Russia's Security
Council, solidly embedded in its government
structure, extends beyond traditional security
matters by influencing long-term strategic policy
and scientific advice to foster national resilience.
Turkey's National Security Council is the highest
coordinating organ of security and defense and is
pivotal in making military and political strategy,



especially concerning its regional strategy and
domestic security concerns. Israeli National Security
Council, with 1its strong intelligence and
counterterrorism focus, is a model that integrates
security planning with diplomatic and crisis
management. Figure 2 provides a comparison of the
roles and key functions of security councils across
the countries under review.

In an era of transnational threats more and
more typical of the global context, states must
consider more cooperative relationships among their
security councils, creating institutions for the
sharing of intelligence, cooperation in crisis
response, and unified policy strategies for emerging
threats such as cyber war and environmental
security.

Establishing an international forum for Security
Councils, where countries can exchange best
practices and coordinate the handling of
transnational security concerns, can enhance global
stability and resilience. Eventually, as security
policymaking expands to more areas, the role of
Security Councils is expected to become more
pivotal. By being attuned to the evolving nature of
threats in today's world and shifting towards a more
integrated strategy, such institutions’ effective work
could not only develop national security policies but
also positively impact international stability.
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